
     Americans have celebrated black 

history since 1926. It was first called 

Ɂ-ÌÎÙÖɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯ6ÌÌÒɂɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯ

ÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯɁ!ÓÈÊÒɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯ,ÖÕÛÏȭɂɯ

Although African-Americans have 

been a major part of our country 

ÚÐÕÊÌɯÊÖÓÖÕÐÈÓɯÛÐÔÌÚȮɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÜÕÛÐÓɯ

the 20th century that they gained a 

respectable presence in our history 

books.  

     We owe the celebration of Black 

History Month and the study of 

black history to Dr. Carter G. 

Woodson. His parents were former 

slaves; during his childhood he spent 

his time working in the Kentucky 

ÊÖÈÓɯÔÐÕÌÚɯÈÕËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÌÕÙÖÓÓɯÐÕɯÏÐÎÏɯ

school until he was 20-years-old. 

     Dr. Woodson graduated high 

school in two years and then went on 

to earn a Ph.D. in history from Har-

vard University. Woodson was dis-

turbed to find in his studies that 

history books largely ignored every-

thing about the black American 

population. 

     Woodson decided to take on the 

challenge of writing black Americans 

ÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯ'ÌɯÌÚÛÈÉɪ

lished the Association for the Study 

of Negro Life and History, now 

called the Association for the Study 

of Afro-American Life and History, 

in 1915. A year later founded the 

widely respected Journal of Negro 

History. Then in 1926, he launched 

Ɂ-ÌÎÙÖɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯ6ÌÌÒɂɯÈÚɯÈÕɯÈÔÉÐɪ

tion to bring national attention to the 

contributions of black people all 

throughout American history. 

     Woodson chose the second week 

ÖÍɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯÍÖÙɯɁ-ÌÎÙÖɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯ

6ÌÌÒɂɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÙÛÏɪ

days of two men who greatly influ-

enced the black American popula-

tion, Frederick Douglass and Abra-

ham Lincoln. But February has much 

more than just Douglass and Lincoln 

to show for its significance in black 

American history. 

     Some important black Americans 

you may not know about are Elijah 

McCoy (1843ɬ1929) who invented an 

oil-dripping cup for trains; Lewis 

Latimer (1848ɬ1928) invented an 

important part of the light bulb the 

carbon filament, Jan Ernst Matzeliger 

(1852ɬ1889) invented a shoemaking 

machine that increased shoemaking 

speed by 900%, Granville T. Woods 

(1856ɬ1910) invented a train-to-

station communication system, 

George Washington Carver (1860ɬ

1943) invented peanut butter and 400 

plant products, Madam C. J. Walker 

(1867ɬ1919) invented a hair-growing 

lotion, Garrett Morgan (1877ɬ1963) 

invented the gas mask, Otis Boykin 

(1920ɬ1982) invented the electronic 

control devices for guided missiles, 

IBM computers, and the pacemaker, 

Dr. Patricia. E. Bath (1949) invented a 

method of eye surgery that has 

helped many blind people to see, 

and Lonnie G. Johnson (1949ɬ) in-

vented the world-famous water gun, 

the Super Soaker.  

     TMS is doing a lot of activities to 

help celebrate black history month., 

Mrs. Lee displays books on Black 

History in the Library and many 

teacher have projects including stu-

dents competing in an essay compe-

tition about Martin Luther King Jr.  

Mrs. Beitel, the art teacher, created a 

project where the students got bot-

tles from different African-American 

cultures and used them artistically.       

     Even the teachers are getting in-

ÝÖÓÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈɯɁ2ÖÜÓɯ

%ÖÖËɂɯËÈàȭɯɯ 

     February is known as black his-

tory month, but remember that black 

history is American history.  We can 

celebrate it all the time! 

Jenna Schilling & Jenna Eldridge 

REPORTERS 
 

     On CR 561 near Tavares Middle School 

there is a business called CTI signs.  CTI 

signs stands for Color Trim Incorporated. CTI 

signs made the graphics for the newspaper 

box located outside the library.      

      Many different businesses have their 

cars, trucks, and trailers wrapped at CTI 

2ÐÎÕÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÈÒÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ2ÏÌÙÐÍÍɀÚɯ#Ìɪ

partment, First Green Bank, Florida Hospital 

Waterman, and the Parks and Trails Divi-

sion.   

     CTI Signs designs and prints vinyl and 

other types of graphics for cars, business 

signs, for an affordable price.  

      To wrap a car completely with graphics 

it would cost around $1,500- $2,000. For 

students, CTI Signs also makes decals and 

stickersɭsay for your wall at home or your 

skateboard or bikeɭand for a bundle of 100 

the prices can range from $2.50 to $5.00. 

      The store has been open since 1997, and 

is going on its 14th year in the business. The 

owner of the business is John Sharff and he 

has five employees. They are open from 

8:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays.  

      The graphics for the newspaper box were 

designed by the class, sent in a .JPEG format 

to the business and turned into a graphic 

using a special laser design machine that 

cuts the paper in the design.   

      CTI uses this machine for many other 

types of graphics such as vehicle lettering & 

wraps, commercial and real estate marketing 

signs, full color printed banners and posters, 

trade Show graphics, aluminum street signs 

and more. 

     If you are interested in your own graph-

ics, call CTI at 877-514-5402 or visit the web-

site at www.ctisigns.com. 

HELPING THE COMMUNITY. CTI Signs supports the D.A.R.E. program by decorating one of their 

vehicles.  They also donated the graphics for the In the Middle newspaper box.   

MAKING HISTORY. Dr. Martin Luther King  Jr. was a great leader in the 

movement of African American freedoms and rights. 

Hannah Scott 

REPORTER 



     Ɂ ÙÛɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÔÈÒÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÈÕËɯ

what comes from your imagination. Imagi-

ÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÙÌÈÛÌÚɯÙÌÈÓÐÛàȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÈÙÛȮɁɯÌßɪ

plained TMS art teacher, Claudia Beitel. 

     ɁȻ ÙÛɯÐÚȼɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÈ××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌȭɂ 

     This is the first year Beitel is teaching art 

at TMS and the students have really en-

joyed her approach to teaching the class.        

     Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÚÖɯÔÜÊÏɯÍÜÕɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÙÛȵɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

eighth grader Sara Ferguson.   

     When students are introduced to a new 

ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛȮɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÐÛȮɯ

vocabulary to help them understand it, 

examples and a project to do on that sub-

ject. Some projects that students have made 

include tessellations, shading, light source, 

color theories, balance, and the seven ele-

ments of art: line, shape, form, color, tex-

ÛÜÙÌȮɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯÝÈÓÜÌȭɯ!ÌÐÛÌÓɀÚɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

been limited to eighth graders because of 

ÉÜËÎÌÛɯÊÜÛÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÏÌɀÚɯÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÈËÔÐÕɪ

istrators to try and allow all grades to par-

ticipate in art next year.  

     Until then, Beitel has started the Art 

Club to get to know students from other 

grades and to give them the chance to par-

ticipate in art. Every Thursday morning, 

ÛÏÌàɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÕɯ!ÌÐÛÌÓɀÚɯÙÖÖÔɯÈÕËɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ

different projects including advertising for 

other clubs, painting on windows and or-

naments, designing t-shirts and more. All 

the students and teachers who have at-

tended the club have enjoyed themselves 

and come back again.  

     Ɂ(ɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÔàɯàÖÎÈɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙɯÚÖÔÌɯÈÙÛɯ

pieces made by the students and she sug-

ÎÌÚÛÌËɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÎÈÓÓÌÙàɯÖ×ÌÕÐÕÎȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

Beitel. This idea led to the TMS Art Gallery 

in the Holiday Rejuvenation Station in the 

Lake Square Mall. Art pieces in the gallery 

will be rotated in January, April, and at the 

beginning of the new school year. It is cer-

tain that the gallery will continue, but it is 

debated where. 

      Ɂ!ÌÍÖÙÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÙÛȮɂɯ!ÌÐÛÌÓɯ

ÚÈÐËȭɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÐÕÚÛÐÕÊÛȭɂɯ!ÌÐÛÌÓɯÏÖ×ÌÚɯÛÖɯ

keep the art programs running at TMS for a 

long time. 

         

     

       

    

     Fifty-four percent of the Haitian 

population is living on less than one 

dollar a day. Haiti is located in the Gulf 

of Mexico. It is one of the poorest coun-

tries in the western hemisphere. 

Though far away, a few of our extraor-

dinary teachers and students are help-

ing them from right here at Tavares 

Middle School after their devastating 

earthquake. 

     Many adults of Haiti are illiterate 

because they lived too far from schools 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÈÍɪ

ford supplies. Ms. Weber, a sixth grade 

reading teacher, is doing her part by 

advertising for the Christmas Shoebox 

Drive. This program will send small 

toys, school supplies, hygiene items, 

clothing, and other items to a specific 

school in Haiti. 

     Many of the people live in areas with 

no electricity, no clean water, and no 

social service. The life expectancy of a 

normal Haitian is about the age of 53.  

     Ɂ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÕËɯ

thought that this was something the 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÓÐÒÌɯÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏȮɂɯ,Úȭɯ

Weber stated. The New Missions 

School, the school that is being given 

the gifts, is totally run through dona-

tions. 

     Ms. Meadows and FCA are also as-

sisting in the relief effort.  In fact, the 

inspiration to get involved in this or-

ganization came from Ms. Weber and 

Ms. Meadows after watching a come-

dian. He was involved in a program 

which later gained about one-thousand 

students as members. 

     Ɂ'Ö×ÌÍÜÓÓàɯȻÛÏÌɯÚÏÖÌÉÖßÌÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÌÛɯ

there] soon. Hopefully before Christ-

ÔÈÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ,Úȭɯ6ÌÉÌÙȭɯ 

     Hopefully because of this program, a 

child who walks 10 miles to school will 

have something to open on Christmas 

day. 

      In 1981, two student hockey 

players from Wayland High 

School in Massachusetts were 

killed in separate car crashes 

due to a drunk driver. Because 

of this incident, fifteen high 

school students formed a 

group, Students Against Drunk 

Driving (SADD), in order to 

prevent an accident like that 

from ever happening again. 

     In 1983, SADD changed its 

name from Students Against 

Drunk Driving to Students 

Against Destructive Decisions. 

The reason for the change is 

very simple; SADD thought 

that if they changed the name, 

they could incorporate more 

students into the organization.     

     SADD and Students Work-

ing Against Tobacco (SWAT) 

are nationwide organizations 

to keep teens off drugs and 

help kids make correct deci-

sions during difficult or chal-

lenging experiences. 

     Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯȻ2 ##ɤ26 3ȼɯÐÚɯÈɯ

positive peer pressure group, 

ÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯËÙÜÎÚɯ

ÈÕàÔÖÙÌȭɯ(ÛɯȿÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎ

-like suicide, peer pressure, 

ÈÕËɯËÌÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÝÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚȮɂɯ

said Jay Thompson, science 

teacher and club sponsor. 

     Thompson teaches seventh 

and eighth grade science at 

Tavares Middle School; he was 

a member of SADD when he 

was in high school. Thomp-

ÚÖÕɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÏÌÙɯÖÞÕɯ

alcohol awareness group be-

cause she was hit by a drunk 

driver. Mr. Thompson is so 

involved with SADD/SWAT 

because tragedy has affected 

his own life; his grandmother 

was killed because she was hit 

by a drunk driver. 

      The club has eighteen offi-

ÊÐÈÓɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȭɁ!ÌÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ2 ##ɤ

SWAT is fun, we come up with 

different ideas on what we can 

do to show our school just how 

many people die each year 

ÍÙÖÔɯËÌÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÝÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕÚȮɂɯ

said 8th grader Katie Allen. 

     Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜɪ

nity and it makes you a well-

ÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

Thompson.  

     Meetings are held before or 

after school.  Please see Mr. 

Thompson in room 313 if you 

are interested in joining the 

club. 

     The Jungle Zone is the only place, 

short of Africa, that you can jump from 

fantastic heights, play in an exotic 

themed play area, and host parties in 

rooms decorated with rare animals. This 

establishment is located at 1960 Woodlea 

Road in Tavares and is perfect for kids 

and teens to play in a safe environment. 

It features four largeɭover 20 feet tallɭ

bounce houses. The Jungle Zone also has 

several arcade games for younger kids 

and older children.  

     For safety, the Jungle Zone has multi-

ple security cameras and wrist bands that 

match to the parent. There are also Jungle 

Zone employees who watch to make sure 

children are not approached by strangers. 

If a kid leaves with someone other than 

their parent, they must have a paper 

signed by the parent giving them permis-

sion. The doors that directly exit from the 

play room are alarm equipped to make 

ÚÜÙÌɯÒÐËÚɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕËÌÙɯÖÍÍȭ 

      The real attraction of the facility is the 

four large bounce houses, covered with a 

jungle theme. One bounce house has a 15

-foot wide slide.  Another has a staircase, 

two slides, and a tunnel and a third is 

like a symmetrical obstacle course.  

     Ɂ(ɯÛÖÖÒɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÊÊÌÙɯÛÌÈÔɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɯ

ÈÕËɯÞÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÐÔÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ,Ùȭɯ5ÖÕɯ

,ÈßÌàȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÕÕÈɯÓÐÌɭI jumped 

around on the slides like a little kidɭits 

ÍÜÕɯÍÖÙɯÈËÜÓÛÚȮɯÛÖÖȭɂ 

     The three party rooms are also deco-

rated with zebra, leopard, and giraffe 

print.  Murals are on the wall depicting 

savannahs and jungles. Thatched roofs 

unite the theme throughout. 

      ɁȻ3ÏÌɯ)ÜÕÎÓÌɯ9ÖÕÌȼɯÐÚɯÍÜÕȮɯÌßÊÐÛÐÕÎȮɯ

ÚÈÍÌȮɯÈÕËɯÚÛÌÙÐÓÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ#ÌÈÕÕÈɯ"ÖßȮɯÛÏÌɯ

general manager. 

     The Jungle Zone is open from 

Wednesday through Sunday from 11 

a.m. until 6 p.m. but has extended hours 

on Friday and Saturday until 8 p.m.  

They will also open on Mondays and 

Tuesdays if the schools are closed. 

     For three-year-olds and under, admis-

sion is $5 and $8.50 for four and up 

which includes unlimited playtime.  

     They also schedule parties which in-

clude the use of the party room four an 

hour and a half and refreshments.  Eight 

kids will run $299.  

  For more information, call the Jungle 

Zone at 352-742-9663. 

Michelle Zamperlini  

REPORTER 

A. Shipley, C. Sherman, M. Jackson 

REPORTERS 

Victoria Grable  

REPORTER 

     After school every Tuesday and Thurs-

day, fifty-one girls met in the gym and prac-

ticed for almost two hours. Following two 

weeks of training, twenty-one girls were 

chosen, and the Tavares Middle cheerlead-

ing team was formed. 

     Ɂ(ɯÈÔɯÚÖɯÎÓÈËɯ(ɯÔÈËÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÌÌÙÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯ

ÛÌÈÔȵɂɯÚÈÐËɯ5ÌÝÈɯ"ÐÚÕÌÙÖÚȮɯÈÕɯÌÐÎÏÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌɯ

student. 

     In order to be chosen, the girls had to do a 

standard cheer; the standard cheer is called 

ɁàÌÓÓÐÕÎɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÈÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÕɯ

groups. Then, the girls had to break off into 

groups and make a freestyle dance. A panel 

of judges including Ms. Beitel, Mr. Thomp-

son, and Mrs. Thibodeau scored their per-

formance based on five categories: spirit, 

movements, confidence, synchronization, 

and energy. 

     Ɂ6ÌɯÉÖÙÙÖÞÌËɯÛÏÌɯàÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÊÏÌÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ

Eustis High School and Bahsha Walker. The 

ÎÐÙÓÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÔÈËÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯÍÙÌÌÚÛàÓÌɯÊÏÌÌÙÚȮɂɯ

said Thibodeau. 

     In practices, the girls warm up and 

stretch. They also separate in groups to learn 

new cheers. Mrs. Thibodeau is a first-year 

coach, and she always has help from the 

team mom, Mrs. Sears. High-School students 

Ashley Young and Bahsha Walker, help 

teach cheers to the girls.  

     Thibodeau volunteered to be the cheer-

leading coach so that the girls would be able 

to have a cheerleading team. She has been 

teaching for four years, and three of those 

years have been here at Tavares Middle 

School. She teaches sixth, seventh and eighth 

grade intensive reading classes and also 

seventh grade Language Arts.  

     The Tavares cheerleading team on partici-

pated in basketball games during half-time 

and cheered from the stands.  There is also 

talk of cheering for the soccer team and com-

pleting some community service.  They also 

ÔÐÎÏÛɯËÖɯÈɯÍÜÕËÙÈÐÚÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÕÌÞɯɁÚÏÌÓÓÚɂɯÈÓÚÖɯ

known as the tops of their uniforms.     

     Ɂ(ɯÈÔɯÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÙÓÚɯ

ÈÕËɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÕÌÞɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɂɯ

said Thibodeau. 

Hannah Scott & Tori Grable 

REPORTERS 

BOUNCE PARADISE.  The Jungle Zone has several mon-

ster-sized playhouses like the one above . 

Bradley Moler 

REPORTER 


