
     The Special Olympics started in a camp in 

the summer of 1962 run by Eunice Kennedy 

Shriver, the sister of the famous president 
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to explore the physical capabilities of intel-

lectually disabled children and adults. Since 

then, the Special Olympics has helped many 

children obtain self -confidence and spread 

acceptance of people with intellectual dis-

abilities. Now, in our community at Tavares 

Middle School, we are doing our part.  

     Gina Vinson, an ESE teacher at Tavares 

Middle School, is helping athletes with dis-

abilities by raising money through Olympic 

Torch sales. The money from the paper 

torches in the media center will purchase the 

uniforms and assist in the costs of the tour-

nament for games at the Special Olympics. 

Many students with disabilities at Tavares 

Middle School and all of the students with 

autism spectrum disorder are participating 

in the Special Olympics. 

     The Special Olympics not only builds self -

confidence, the Special Olympics save lives 

and bring people together as well. A child in 

Africa named Moise Ahoussimou had never 

seen his father due to his blindness. When he 

went to the Special Olympics he got a 

checkup to make sure he was healthy and 

discovered his blindness was due to cata-

racts. It was a fairly easy operation and 

Ahoussimou was able to see. After the op-

eration Ahoussimou saw his father, for the 
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     This operation was just one of the amaz-

ing accomplishments of the Healthy Athletes 

healthcare program supported by the Special 

Olympics. Many of the volunteer workers 

for Healthy Athletes have gone back to their 

communities and used their practice to assist 

people with intellectual disabilities. These 

practices are places of work for doctors and 

safe havens for the neglected people with 

intellectual disabilities.  

     The awards for the Special Olympics are 

given the same way as the Winter or Sum-

mer Olympics. The student participants of 

the Special Olympics get ribbons instead of 

medals. Special Olympians who compete in 

the adult Special Olympics do get medals, 

however. Events may include aquatics such 

as swimming, running, cycling, basketball, 

soccer, skiing, and so on.  
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students get to participate in athletic activi-
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Michelle Metheny, ESE Teacher at Tavares 

Middle School.  

     Students with intellectual disabilities de-

serve to be able to participate in athletic ac-

tivities. These students can spread accep-

tance and raise their own self-confidence. 

The Special Olympics started with a dream 

and transformed into a sanctuary to accept 

people with intellectual disabilities.  

     On March 4th the Tavares girls basketball team 

participated in the Lake County championship game 

after an undefeated season competing against Windy 

Hill Middle School for the title. The Lake -Sumter 

Community College gym was packed with cheering 

fans, but Tavares was defeated 14-27. 

      The TMS girls went into the championship game 

with a record of 10-0, dominating their competition 

all season.  However, a slow start caused the Lady 

Patriots to fall behind early, but they became more 

focused during the second half.  

     Sanderica Hutto and Savannah Guenther scored 

the most points for Tavares during the champion-

ship game with six points each. Even though the 

game ended in a loss for Tavares, the girls agree that 

the championship game was one of the most enjoy-

able of the season. 

     Ɂ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÉÈËɯËÈàȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ2ÈÝÈÕÕÈÏɯ

Guenther, a 7th grade player for Tavares. 

      The defeat at the championship was hard on eve-

ryone, but it was a big improvement from last year. 

The girls ended the 2008-2009 season with a 4-6 re-
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championship.  
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to be number one in the district and number two in 
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     The TMS girls had strengths and weaknesses like 

any other sports team. The Lady Patriots played well 

as a team, but struggled with shooting in the paint.  

It turned out to be the one thing that affected the 

championship game; missing a lot of close shots. 

     The Lady Patriots will lose only one player next 

year, Sanderica Hutto, the 8th grade top scorer for 

the team, so expect the team to make a champion-

ship run again next season. 
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     Blount hopes that next year the girls will have 

comprehended the basic skills and that they will 

continue to play as a team, just as they did this sea-

son. If the Lady Patriots keep up the hard work, we 

can all look forward to another championship game 

next year. 

Bradley Moler 

REPORTER 

Michelle Zamperlini & Katie Chaput  

REPORTERS 

JUMP BALL!  S. Hutto jumps for the ball during tip -off  

2009 -2010 LADY PATRIOTS ROSTER:  Shaquanda Brown, Haley Curry, Cierra Evans, Savannah Guenther, San-
derica Hutto, Ashiana Ogiste, Lakayla Reaves, Ihisha Threat, & Coach Pauline Blount 

GOING FOR THE GOLD .  The Tavares 
Middle School 2010 Special Olympics team 

EXCLAMATION POINT.  The final score ended 14-27. 
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