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Tavares Seaplane Harbor opens to the public

Several hundred people were in attendance for the airshow and concert

Austin Shipley
REPORTER

ing environment. It has been approved by the Florida
Department of Environmental Health. Tavares is also
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On August 31, 2009, the plans were made and ers and seaplane pilots to refuel their vehicles safely. The

$7,300,000 was set aside to pay for the construction of  two water taxi boats have a capacity of 49 passengers

the a seaplane harbor on Lake Dora, only the fifth one in and can ferry people across Lake Dora.

built in Florida. Local businesses are grateful that the harbor has been
The grand opening was on April 10 t at the Planes, constructed. It has brought more people to downtown

Trains, and BBQ FestivalSeveral hundred spectators Tavares which is helping the local businesses who are

took in the sights and sounds of a sea plane air show suffering from the slow economy.

and enjoyed bands, food, and entertainment. 2(WEOwW! OEEwUT ECwPUwWI EVWEI OOwi 10
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attended the festival with her family. Many homeowners are grateful for the construction

Not only was a seaplane harbor constructed, a water  of the harbor, too. Before, there was no designated flight
taxi service was opened, a new gazebo was built, a boat pattern and seaplanes flew over homes and restaurants.
ramp has opened, two beaches have been refurbished,  Now there is a flight pattern which tells pilots how and
and a permanent floating gazebo for events was estab-  where to land so they can avoid homes and businesses
lished. and reduces noise in residential areas.

The city held a contest to name the harbof 121
names were submitted including Spruce Goose Lagqon
Happy LandingsTavares Plain to Seand Zero Feet on Sea
The winning submission was presented by Betty Bur-
leigh who entered Tavares Seaplane Badeor her submis-
sion, Burleigh won many prizes donated from local busi-
nesses which included a two-night stay at Holiday Inn
Express, a dinner-train excursion along Inland Lakes
Railway, a boat tour on Lake County Waterways, break-
fast at Gracie's Restaurant and Cafe, lunch at O'Keefe's
Irish Pub and Restaurant, dinner at Casa Mia Restau-
rant, Sunday brunch at Vic's Embers Restaurant and a
one-year paid membership in the Seaplane Pilots Asso-
EPEUPOOS w3l | wi OEOwWOi wlOT 1 wx
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3EVEUI Uw2i ExOEOT w! EUI wb U wBariNG.0 Be€dénis wia how dodk Berr plexed) 6 fid n&wl O ([j-Y-BY: Tavares hopes that by rebranding the city, it will

. . attract more visitors and consumers to area businesses.
and has not caused any major damage to the surround- Lake Dora pier.

SEE PLANE! The air show displayed numerous sea planes
spinning in mid-air and completing various other tricks.

Teacher wants to form a "Zombie Squad" for community service
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ZOMBIE FANATIC. If no one else will, Mrs. Luckhart

WILL survive the zombie apocalypse.

Connor Sherman
REPORTER

Whitney Luckhart, an inclusion
teacher at Tavares Middle for 3 years,
may be seen only as a teacher, but she is
involved in a lot of surprising after -
school activities. Luckhart is attempting
to start a local chapter in a nationwide
organization called the Zombie Squad
The Zombie Squads an elite zombie sup-
pression task force ready to defend your
neighborhood from the shambling
hordes of the walking dead. When zom-
bie removal business is slow, they spend
their time educating the community on
disaster preparation.

to start a chapter in the Zombie Squad,
with certifications like emergency plan-
ning, continuity of operations, incident
command system, hazardous materials
prevention, special needs planning con-
siderations for emergency management,
and occasional visits to the shooting
range. Luckhart has had plenty of train-
ing for a zombie outbreak.

When asked if she really believes
that zombies will attack, Luckhart said,
"Actually, in the respect of back from the
dead crawling from the grave, no. How-

there to be a biological condition, like a
prion disease, rabies, or mad cow dis-

by a moaning army of flesh eaters, only
to be saved by theZombie Squadnem-
bers.

Other projects of the Zombie Squadre
canned food drives and blood dona-
tions.

The Zombie Squagrepares for the
infected of Alex Garland and Danny
Boylez PBuDays Latebut hope for the
living dead of John Russo and George
1 0 O1 (Niyht Of the Living DeadBeing
prepared for the zombie apocalypse is
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Luckhart. The Zombie Squatias even
asked the TMS administration to create

ease that makes people go crazy and act a zombie contingency plan.
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Mrs. Luckhart is also part of the dis-

2(wl0i DOOWD Uz Uwb Ox OU (FEr@ projddtinuie ZotnbiddIeliat) w  aster animal response volunteer team, a
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Luckhart.
To start a chapter in the squad you
would have to send in a file about a

song about a zombie attack at a Renais-
sance Fair. When two fair workers are

cane Katrina hit. Luckhart said she par-
ticipates in these community services

| UGEUEDPUI UwaOUluwi 1 OE ésaapirttfa eomBidbllackinitivether- w  because she really likes dogs and to help

certifications help her in being qualified

serker sword, but they are surrounded

the community. And killing zombies.


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0307497/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000965/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000965/
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Branden Dennis performs original song at music festival

Student Editorial

School locker
schedule causing
problems

The lockers are used as a stor-
age space for heavy textbooks,
EUOwOI PwUUUET OUUZ
them are being limited. Eighth
graders are no longer allowed to
go to their lockers between first
and second or fifth and sixth peri-
ods.

23171 wOOEOT UWUET I
pletely pointless, students go to
their lockers anyway and get in
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Austin Shipley. Some punish-
ments for violating this rule are
area warning, lunch detention,
administrative detention, or work
detail.

The locker schedule is about as
useful as the law in Florida that
states if an elephant is tied to a
parking meter, it must pay the
same fees as a car. The admini-
UOUEUPOOWPUDBz Owl Y
ing the lockers.
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weddings, and talent
shows.

Dennis, known as
JB to most students,
Ow( wPEUwWODPUUOIT Oplensudiiedomexal Ox O1 ww
singer and actor later
attend Julliard School
of Performing Arts in
New York City.

The Black History
Month Festival in-

Audrey Fontaine
REPORTER

2611
{singing] and | knew | wanted to do that,
U60602 wU EdpaBauBrandeh Dennis.
Dennis sang at the Black History Month
Festival in Eustis on Saturday, February
20.

Dennis started singing when he was just
five - years-QId Now, at 15-years-old, he cluded about 75 ven-
lé'iﬁgg 5 ngy elﬁ;éHtg |9le| Ul w dors and booths spon-
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EOQwl Y1 OU¢ 02 wUEDPEw#1 O&ndheatuseivicesy U1 EUDERE STAROBAENPamNIs, known to his friends as JB, is look-
singing and making others happy with his and a variety of musi- ing forward to a possible career in musical performance
voice At the festival, he sang an original cal entertainment ranging from gospel, of the official festival which was between

O0T wi L whyQUI wi DOUIT OlapuR&BQa24, ahdutueshehues. 1 O w U x rdoonwand 4w p.m.
E l‘.s 9 IU Lﬁ%g ! F@%@JIX 2 wh U wWE E OU Takidh dff helfestiviies, herd ek i) x wMasses of people attended the festival
for themselves and what is right. This festic- =~ OOUEOQw! OEEQw Ei Pl Y] OOwwEBBUER &S & D@Ui0wOU0wl Ul E
yal is just one_of many events and venues at 7 p.m. on Friday night. A parade began body there and so into the music and
at 10 a.m. along Bates Avenue endingat | Exxa O>» wUEDEw#1 6OPUS
such as restaurants, parties, churches, ban- the Eustis High Curtright Campus.
quets, festivals, funerals, anniversaries, The end of the parade signaled the start

Sunshine State Young Readers Award Chosen

Bradley Moler day so students will be able to
REPORTER 9et passes from Mrs. Lee in the
Media Center or get a pass from
their Language Arts teacher to go
vote during lunch. The booths
are the same booths that have
been given to and used by the

Jazz Band earns straight superiors

Jenna Eldridge Solo Ensemble is when a stu-
REPORTER  dent prepares a music piece and
works on it until solo in which
2( UwOEOTI Uwll wY ihdy araijudddd BytalFEALudge
having my Jazz Band receive and are also rated by them.
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Reading should be an activity
done for relaxation and enjoy-
ment rather than a requirement
that must be done only when

Ei w0l OUT wiT E Owil U 061 z Uwl UEET wd U w O uddhi bby € DMsiirbpass | B U wderrere, Fhe band director at. to participate in Solo Ensemble
Jim Braucher, Tavares Middle the goal of the Sunshine State Sunshine State Young Readers. Tavares Middle School. Laferri- EUUwbP Uz UwOOUwUI gUbUI
eighth-grade Assistant Principal. | young Readers Award. The voting booths were of- ere has been teaching at Tavares ~ At Jazz MPA the students
'PUEUEIT I UWUUEUI EQ  This award, also called the fered to TMS by the Lake County Middle for 15 yearsand had her x 1 Ul OUOwIl OUwUI Ul | wNL
we have the locker schedule is SSYRA, will allow students who  Elections Office. The SSYRA is a students judged at Solo Ensem- NE4a a4 wEEOE wx1 Ul OQUOI Eu
that it teaches students problem- have read three or more books statewide organization co- ble by performance, live in front  said Justin Mouriz, a tenor saxo-
solving and critical thinking for like Wing Nut by Mary Auch, sponsored by the School Library of a Florida Band Association phone and clarinet player.
O7T 1T w%" 3382w Dragon Slipperdy Jessica Day ~ Media Services Office of the De- (FBA) certified adjudicator who The next band performance
311 wOOEOI UwUET 1 H George, andFoundby Margaret  partment of Education and the evaluates the performance will be when the Tavares Mid-

dom, there was time spent ob-
serving student habits before the
administration decided. Before
the schedule, there was more
grouping of students at the lock-
ers and a higher chance of con-
frontations. The amount of tardi-
ness was highest between first
and second and fifth and sixth
period, even though, according to
Braucher, reducing tardiness is
not the reason that the schedule
was made.

Instead of keeping kids from
their lockers, we could fix this
problem by removing the sched-
ule, have administrators (and
teachers) watch the outside lock-
ers, and have teachers in the 500
building watch the lockers in
there. It would only take one ad-
ministrator to watch the eighth
grade lockers and one to watch
the sixth grade lockers.

Time and efforts are being
wasted to enforce this rule. For
every student that had caused
x UOEOI GUuowUi 1 Ul zU
abided by the rules.

We never would have gotten a
OOEOI UwUET 1 EUOI
misbehaved or fought while us-
ing them. If the student body is
able to show more maturity when
it comes to the lockers, then per-
haps the student government can
petition for the schedule to be
removed.

wb

Florida Association for Media in
Education, or FAME. The pro-

Peterson Haddix to vote in elec-

tronic booths in the media center

on April 14t on which book was  gram just wants students to read.

their favorite. Between March 22¢ and April
2(woOPOl wUOwI B x Ulew hindédswiGtdedawent
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to vote for Into the Wildby Sara  voted for their favorite book.
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children a goal when they are Wendy Van Dranaan.
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makes comments and issues the
students a rating.

There were fifty -four soloists,
fifty -one individuals who per-
formed solos, and twenty -three
jazz band students performed as
1 @ JaBZFOEMleuThe tatings

that the students received in
Solo Ensemble were superiors
E @nd excellent.

dle School band goes to concert
at MPA.

MPA stands for Music Per-
formance Assessment (MPA). It
is judged by multiple FBA certi-
fied judges.

There they will also be
judged by FBA judges in both
their performance and sight
reading. The band has been

Specialist at Tavares Middle be a motivational tool used to
2ET 0008 w? ( UwE OU Oindpiee ¥tiidents foiema Eeadingd ul
chance to participate in [a fun and enjoy books.

_ The ensemble jazz band re-
E Weived straight superiors. The
rating scale is Superior, Excel-

working really hard and hopes
to receive straight superiors
from the judges.
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: lent, Good, Fair, and Poor.
The booths will be set up all

New teacher profiles: Mr. Crosby, Miss Davis, & Miss Meadors
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dren of his own. Instead, he has two dogs Another new teacher at TMS is Julie
named Cheddar and Madison. Meadors. Meadors graduated from Mercer
Tavares Middle hired Judy Davis as a new  University (MU) and the University of Central
seventh and eighth grade mathematics teacher. Florida (UCF) in 1979 and began her teaching
Davis graduated from the University of North career right out of college.
Carolina (UNC) in 1971. 2(wi ONCAwWPOUODPOT wpbUT WET B
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Tavares Middle School has three new teach-
ers this semester. One of these teachers is
Christopher Crosby. Crosby graduated from
Lake-Sumter Community College (LSCC) and
later the University of Florida (UF) in 2004. he
taught technology for 2 %2 years at Leesburg
lH'rt;h\béWdﬂeGMvingLaUﬂME.U w OO0UUO?» WUEDE w) UE a w# EY b Utkadking it DNBustidh bsFEdstisHeighB EIR-O1 w

2(wgoOOYl ¢wll EET BDOT wE Eridhi dutwEcdlidge Brid taugt Bdmi 197W-1986) umentary, Spring Creek Elementary, Umatilla
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fteuQioshy) tEachEpithth bradé Exploding tracting business. She worked in that business  and Eustis High School.

Technology classes and one eighth grade math until 2000. (1 w(wbEUOZUWwWEWUI EEI I Uw( wl
class. The students explore technology; they get  During that time, Davis became activeinthe x OUOET Uz UWEUUBDUUEOUO? wWUEDPE u
to experience many different labs, like flying local politics and was elected mayor of Mun- mester, Meadors teaches & grade math, 7

kites, building bridges, and using Legos to roe, North Carolina in 1997 and served until grade Language Arts, and 8" grade math

construct simple and complex machines. 2005. She then resigned and moved to Florida classes. She has a unique technique in her Lan-
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