
     TAVARESɭ&ÙÈàɯ,ÐËËÓÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯ)ÖÏÕɯ/ÙÖÍÐÛɯ

emerged from the forest, burst through a crowd of fifty 

or so spectators, and sprinted towards the finish line in a 

clearing 100 yards away.  Only then did he look 

back.  Not that anyone was behind him.   There never 

is.  Profit will go down as the best boys cross-country 

runner Lake County has ever seen, posting first place 

finishes in every race over his three-year middle school 

career.  

     On Wednesday, October 21st, Hickory Point Sports 

Complex in Tavares hosted the 2009 Lake County Cross-

Country Championships which featured nine 

schools.  Profit won the individual boys championship 

ÈÕËɯ6ÐÕËàɯ'ÐÓÓɯ,ÐËËÓÌɀÚɯ ÜÚÛÌÕɯ$ÊÒÏÈÙÛɯÞÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕËÐɪ

vidual girls championship.   But the real story was Ta-

ÝÈÙÌÚɯ,ÐËËÓÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯÚÞÌÌ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÖàÚȮɯÎÐÙÓÚȮɯÈÕËɯ)5ɯ

championships, giving all three teams their third cham-

pionship in as many years. 

     For the past two seasons, Tavares, which boasts 97 

runners, had won most of their meets with a comfortable 

cushion, but this season was different.  Although the 

TMS boys had won all of their regular season meets, the 

margin of victory over the second place team had shrunk 

to a mere six points; the Lady Patriots had won only one 

regular season meet after having their county-record 13-

race win streak broken by East Ridge at the Gray Middle 

Invitational.    

     Ɂ(ɯÛÖÓËɯÛÏÌÔɯ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÞÌɯÊÖÜÓËɯÞÐÕȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ3ÈÝÈÙÌÚɯ
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×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÙÈÊÌȭɂ  Von Maxey prepared the girls varsity team 

by giving them cards with individual goals such as the 

place in the race they needed to finish to score 

points.  Everyone had the same team goalɭto win the 

championship.  

     Ɂ(ÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÌËɯÔÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ3,2ɯÝÈÙÚÐÛàɯÙÜÕÕÌÙɯ

Michelle Zamperlini, who placed 25 th out of 63 run-

ners.  Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÛɯÔÈËÌɯȻÜÚȼɯÍÖÊÜÚɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÖÕɯÞÏÖɯÞÈÚɯÐÕɯ

front of [us], but what place [we] needed to do to help 

ÖÜÙɯÛÌÈÔɯÞÐÕȭɂɯ 

     Von Maxey said that by analyzing the team scores 

throughout the year, the key was for the fifth scoring 

runner to place in 17th position or better.   Ally Person, 

who was chosen to run on the varsity for the first time all 

ÚÌÈÚÖÕȮɯÞÈÚɯ3ÈÝÈÙÌÚɀɯÍÐÍÛÏɯÚÊÖÙÌÙȭ  Her place?  Seven-

teenth. 

     Overall, the TMS girls won the meet with 58 points, 

edging out East Ridge (63) and Windy Hill (70) in 

points.  Mount Dora (103), South Lake Charter (124), and 

Gray (127) followed, with three other schools not scor-

ing.  Besides the strong finishes by Zamperlini and Per-

son, Chelsea Spears (7th), Savannah Guenther (10th), team 

captain Emily Imboden (11 th), Brooke Boynton (13th), and 

Kaley Smith (29th) all dominated for the Lady Patriots.    

The TMS boys varsity race was the closest championship 

in Lake County cross-ÊÖÜÕÛÙàɀÚɯÍÖÜÙ-year history.   Last 

year, Tavares defeated Windy Hill by a single 

point.   This year, the race was a tie and the final outcome 

decided on a tiebreaker which included the place of each 

ÛÌÈÔɀÚɯÚÐßÛÏɯÙÜÕÕÌÙȭ   
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sixth scoring runner, Damon Arnett, placed 20 th, and 

&ÙÈàɀÚɯÚÐßÛÏɯÙÜÕÕÌÙɯ×ÓÈÊÌËɯƖƖnd, giving Tavares the cham-

pionship.   Windy Hill followed with 61 points and 

Mount Dora (103), Eustis (111), East Ridge (123), Cler-

mont (135), Carver (185), and South Lake Charter (267) 

rounded out the meet.  

  

CHAMPIONS!  Tavaresô girls, boys, and JV cross-country teams all win the Lake County Championship at Hickory Point.  For the varsity teams, this is their third consecutive championship. 

Victoria Grable, Jenna Schilling, Jenna Eldridge, 
SPORTS REPORTERS 2009 Tavares Cross-Country Roster 

 

Head coaches: Kevin Von Maxey & April Von Maxey 

 

Boys Team:  Erik Albright, Sam Armentrout, Damon 

Arnett, Nicholas Arnett, Jacob Austin, Jose Barajas, 

Nicholas Bersani, Brian Buckner, David Buckner, Xa-

vier Cajigas, Cody Carlson, Joseph Carrasco, Taylor 

Chandler, Dylan Clark, Michael Crowe, Bayden Dora, 

Kyle DôSouza, Austin Dunlap, Dillan Dunlap, Anthony 

Elwart, Calvin Fenlon, Frankie Flack, Narayan Gupta, 

Erik Harry, Cole Higginbotham, Andreas Hughes, Ker-

win Hutcheson, Mark Jackson, Kyle Kehoe, Trevor 

Lamm, Jeffrey Li, Malick Lozano, William Meeks, 

Bradley Moler, Evan Moore, Shunta Nafield, Shrey Ni-

halani, Patrick Norris, Zack Nulph, Phillip Ofuani, 

Jaykeb Pribble, Brad Richardson, Daniel Rodriguez, 

Jonathan Ryan, Masaru Sakata, Christian Sears, Austin 

Serafini, Trever Sharp, Connor Sherman, Jacob Shipley, 

Cristo Silva, Harrison Skolnik, Brennan Staves, Chaz 

Sybert, Madhur Wadhwa, Austin Wallace, Michael Wil-

son, Hayden Worth, Sasha Yates 

 

Girls Team:  Jennifer Acevedo, Layne Bell, Brianna 

Berry, Brooke Boynton, Payton Brown, Katie Chaput, 

Alexis Clark, Maggie Conrad, Emily Flack, Mileishka 

Gonzalez, Savannah Guenther, Emily Imboden, Shelby 

Johnson, Casey Keough, Christina Leon, Dulce Lozano, 

Oriana Lupi, Caroline MacLean, Michelle Mann, 

Samantha Mills, Jayne Morel, Ashley Myers, Ally Per-

son, Elisabeth Ratta, Rachel Ratta, Lisa Richardson, 

Lauren Schumacher, Sarah Scott, Hannah Sears, Kaley 

Smith, Chelsea Spears, Kinsey Spears, Lauren Sullivan, 

Brittany Torres, Anna Williams, Krista Wilson, Reaghan 

Wooster, Michelle Zamperlini 
Continued on Page 2 
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     There were also several heroic efforts from the boys 

team.  3ÏÌɯ/ÈÛÙÐÖÛÚɀɯÛÖ×ɯÙÜÕÕÌÙȮɯ!ÙÐÈÕɯ!ÜÊÒÕÌÙȮɯÞÏÖɯÜÚÜɪ

ally places in the top five, was sick but still decided to 

run in the race.  He finished in 11 th while battling flu -like 

symptoms, earning critical points for his team.   Team 

captain Cole Higginbotham (6 th) and David Buckner (7 th) 

picked up the slack running in the top ten and Shunta 

Nafield placed 13 th.  The most important event turned out 

ÛÖɯÉÌɯ"ÙÐÚÛÖɯ2ÐÓÝÈɀÚɯƖƕst place finish.  He accelerated past 

two Gray runners at the finish line; without his effort, 

there would not have been a tie. 

     Ɂ ÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌȮɯ(ɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÏÖÞɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚȭ  I 

had it stuck in my head Coach telling me to make sure I 

ÉÌÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÌÕɯÎÜàÚɯȹ&ÙÈàȺɯÚÖɯ(ɯÚ×ÙÐÕÛÌËɯ×ÈÚÛɯÛÏÌÔȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

Silva. 

     5ÖÕɯ,ÈßÌàɯÚÈÐËɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÝÈÙÚÐÛàɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÉÙÐÎÏÛɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯ

as the TMS JV team won by over 50 points.  Five Tavares 

runners finished in the top 10.  

     ɁȻ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌ-ÎÈÔÌɯÚ×ÌÌÊÏȼɯ(ɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÜ×ɯÓÈÚÛɯÚÌÈÚÖÕɀÚɯ

championship where we won by a single point.   I told 

them that today, I felt like someone was ready to step 

Ü×ȭɂ 

     Tavares ran three perfect races and the result is a team 

of champions.  Ninety -seven strong. 

     The 2009-2010 SGA student government 

positions have been filled. The new Tavares 

Middle School Student Body President is 

Grady Maynard, and the Vice President is 

David Buckner. Our secretary for the 2009-10 

school year is Ashley Myers, and Heather 

Connolly is the new treasurer. The teacher 

who runs the Student Government program at 

Tavares Middle School is Mr. Edmundson, a 

sixth and seventh grade world geography 

teacher. 

     The President and Vice President are in 

charge of the Student Advocacy Committee 

which supports our student body with fund-

raising, promotion of school events, and the 

operation of community service. Meetings are 

run by President Maynard.  

      Soon there will be a meeting on the issues 

that have been brought up by the student 

body such as the locker schedule, having to 

wait in class after school, and the eighth grade 

lunch situation.  

      ɁȻ2& ȼɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌÓ×Úɯ

ÛÌÌÕÚɯÎÌÛɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ!ÜÊÒɪ

ner. 

      The treasurer organizes the funds and 

ÍÜÕËÙÈÐÚÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯɁ(ÛɯÐÚɯ×ÙÌÛÛàɯÍÜÕȭɯ(ɯ

like helping the kids and making people 

ÏÈ××àȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ"ÖÕÕÖÓÓàȮɯÞÏÖɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌÚɯÊÖÕÊÌÚɪ

sions sold at school sporting events such as 

volleyball and basketball.  

      The secretary keeps records of student gov-

ernment meetings, takes minutes of the said 

meetings, and is on the promotions committee.  

     2& ɀÚɯÎÖÈÓɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

made this year. Maynard, Buckner, Connolly, 

and Myers seem very excited to get to work. 

The meeting about issues the students have 

may bring change even this early in the year. 

      Other teachers associated with SGA in-

clude Mrs. Jones, the school data clerk, and 

Mrs. Goolsby, a sixth grade world geography 

ÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȮɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯɁ2Ü××ÖÙÛɯÛÏÌɯ

3ÙÖÖ×ÚɂɯÚÜ××ÓàɯËÙÐÝÌȭɯ 

     We all look forward to the adjustments and 

additions to the school experience. 

      

 

 

     One look at the small room holding Adopt -

A-Family's school supplies behind the sixth 

grade building and shock sets in. That one 

small room contains over 5,700 school supplies 

in it!  
     Recently, the Adopt-a-Family organization 

held a week long supply drive. The winning 

class for each grade level won free pizza and a 

soda at lunch. The winning classes included: 

sixth grade, Mr. Edmundson, with 691 points, 

in seventh grade, Senora Roberts and Mrs. 

Caldwell tied, both with 635 points, and in 

ÌÐÎÏÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌɯ,ÙÚȭɯ6ÏÐÛÛÈÒÌÙɀÚɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÞÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯ

574 points. 
      In all, the school earned 7366 points. Adopt-

A-Family members came up with the idea for a 

supply room at a meeting last year. 
     ɁȻ6ÌɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖȼɯÌÓÐÔÐÕÈÛÌɯȻÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȼɯÕÖÛɯÏÈÝɪ
ing supplies or being prepared as a distrac-

ÛÐÖÕȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ*ÌÝÐÕɯ5ÖÕɯ,ÈßÌàȮɯÛÏÌɯ  %ɯÚ×ÖÕÚÖÙȭɯ 
     Any teacher may request school supplies for 

themselves or students.  A reason is not 

needed.  

      Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɯÈÕàɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÞÏàɯÈÕàɯ

student on campus cannot have school sup-

×ÓÐÌÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ5ÖÕɯ,ÈßÌàȭ  "We certainly hope 

teachers take advantage of what we have col-

lected."  
     The supply room contains everything from 

writing utensils to folders to calculators. There 

is an abundance of supplies, and anything 

needed is there. 
     Katie Chaput, an 8th grade member of 

Adopt -a-%ÈÔÐÓàɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯÐÚɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯ

bad right now, and we want all kids to have 

ÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÕÌÌËȭɂ 
      (ÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÛÐÔÌÚȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÐÊÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÒÐËÚɯÐÕɯ
our school are willing to help out others who 

need it. The Adopt -a-Family organization holds 

fundraisers every year, and this year may have 

been the most successful yet.  
     The supply drive was a great achievement, 

and other fundraisers are planned, such as the 

yearly Money Wars and a Rock Band contest. 

The club's main project every year is to supply 

Christmas items to families in need in the local 

community.   Hopefully, that project will be as 

successful as the supply drive. 

 
3-ring binders : 65 

Folders: 350 

Notebooks : 300 

Packs of paper: 200 

Erasers: 500 

Pens: 750 

Pencils: 3,000 

Pencil holders : 20 

Colored pencils : 60 

Highlighters : 200 

Crayons: 30 

Markers : 15 

Books covers: 20 

Glue : 100  

Rulers : 50 

Backpacks: 20 

Index cards : 20 

Scissors: 10 

Calculators : 25 
SUPPLY ROOM. Contains over 5,700 school supplies 
collected during the Adopt-A-Family supply drive. 

Michelle Zamperlini, Cera Howard 
REPORTERS 

Bradley Moler, Audrey Fontaine 

REPORTERS 

Success.  Over the past three years, the Tavares varsity cross-country teams have won 30 out of 38 races and six championships. 

 

     UMATILLA, FL - On November 

12, 2009, Tavares played Umatilla, a 

team they defeated previously that 

season. The Tavares girls won the 

volleyball game (25-18, 23-25, 15-7) 

and remain undefeated for the en-

tire season, 6-0. The boys had a 

trouble getting the ball to the other 

side and lost (25-27, 9-25). 

     The Tavares girls were taken to a 

tie breaker match, for only the sec-

ond time this season. Torrey Smith 

served very consistently for Tavares 

and helped score nine points over 

the course of the game. Umatilla 

stepped up in the next game and 

took the win, but when it was time 

for the tie breaker Tavares came out 

victorious winning 15 -7. Brooke 

Boynton was a very strong player 

and played the net well.  

     Ɂ!ÙÖÖÒÌɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯ

ÏÌÓ×ÚɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÌɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÙÓÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

ÎÐÙÓÚɀɯÊÖÈÊÏɯ+ÌÚÓÐÌɯ+ÌÌȭ 

     The boys started off the game 

with a ten point lead and a nine 

point streak, but lost it shortly after.  

     Ɂ6ÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÎÖɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÔÌÕɪ

ÛÜÔɯÞÌɯÏÈËɯÉÜÐÓÛɯÜ×ȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ3ÖÕàɯ

Fazio, the boys coach. Umatilla 

jumped up, got those points back, 

and continued to score until they 

had 27 points to win the game. 

      Ɂ6ÌɯÕÌÌËɯȻÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÕȼɯÖÜÙɯÊÖÔɪ

ÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÖÕȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ3,2ɯÚÌÙÝÌÙȮɯ!ÙÈÕɪ

don Jacobs. The low ceiling in the 

Umatilla gym also caused some 

trouble for the Patriots who were 

accustomed to a higher ceiling. The 

ball tended to hit the ceiling and 

cause and interference. This re-

sulted in a point for the opposing 

ÛÌÈÔȭɯ3ÏÌɯÉÖàÚɀɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÕÖÞɯÍÈÓÓÚɯÛÖɯ

1-5 

     Ɂ2ÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÈɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÊÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ

%ÈáÐÖȮɯɁÐÛɯ×ÜÚÏÌÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɂɯ'ÌɯÏÖ×ÌÚɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÎÐÙÓÚɀɯÝÐÊÛÖÙàɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÜÚÏɯÛÏÌɯ

boys and the girls to win in their 

next games. 

 Michelle Zamperlini, Katie Chaput  
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